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Site specific restoration plan

Meerdaalwoud- Valleien van de Dijle, Laan en Ijse met
aangrenzende bos- en moerasgebieden.
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summary

This document provides a brief overview of the measures that will take
place in the LIFE’s a Beech project at the Natura 2000 site E2400011:
Valleien van de Dijle, Laan en IJse met aangrenzende bos- en
moerasgebieden. Location of different actions can be seen in the maps at
the end of this document.

About the project

LIFE’s a Beech focuses on restoration of temperate broadleaved forest in
Sweden and Belgium, with a main focus on beech dominated temperate
broadleaved Annex I-habitats:

e 9020 Fennoscandian hemiboreal natural old broadleaved
deciduous forests (Quercis, Tilia, Acer, Fraxinus or Ulmus) rich in
epiphytes (not in Belgium)

e 9110 Luzulu-Fagetum Beech forests

e 9120 Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes
also Taxus in the shrub layer

e 9130 Asperulo-Fagetum Beech forests

e 9160 Sub-Atlantic and medio-European oak or oak-hornbeam
forests of the Carpinion betuli

All of these have unfavourable conservation status both in Sweden and
Belgium and many other parts of Europe, and all face very similar
challenges targeted by the project: i) loss of habitat - fragmentation and
isolation, ii) lack of heterogeneity and dead wood in woodlands
previously used for commercial forestry (structure, composition and
functionality), iii) loss of species and iv) lack of ambassadors and public
awareness.

The project runs between the years 2025 and 2030. The project tasks
included in this restoration plan will mainly be carried out by the Flemish
agency for nature and forest management. Learn more about the project
at lifebeech.se


https://externyta.lansstyrelsen.se/lifesbeech/Delade%20dokument/WP2%20Preparatory%20tasks/T2.3%20Site%20specific%20restoration%20plans/Sk%C3%A5ne/Planer%20att%20utg%C3%A5%20fr%C3%A5n/lifebeech.se
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The project area

Natura 2000-area

BE2400011: Valleien van de Dijle, Laan en
IJse met aangrenzende bos- en
moerasgebieden

Protected area

Meerdaalwoud

County

Municipality

Contact person for the
project

Landowners or other
contact persons

Vlaams-Brabant

Bertem, Bierbeek, Leuven and Oud-
Heverlee

Caroline Celis

Agentschap Natuur en Bos
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Natura 2000-habitats affected by the
project.

Type code  Name of the Natura Total area (ha) Area affected by
2000-habitat project tasks (ha)
9210 Atlantic acidophilous 2350 47

beech forests with Ilex
and sometimes also Taxus
in the shrub layer
(Quercion robori-
petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion)

9130 Asperulo-Fagetum beech 21 01
forests
9160 Sub-Atlantic and medio- 120 0,2

European oak or oak-
hornbeam forests of the
Carpinion betuli

Description of the project area

Nature management is a regional responsibility in Belgium,
Meerdaalwoud is located in Flanders and is managed by ANB.

The project area comprises the area around the river Dijle and the
surrounding forests. The site is important for 12 Annex I habitats and 30
Annex II species.

The Dijle Valley south of Leuven is a broad, deeply incised valley with a
naturally meandering river that floods regularly. This provides a wide
range of biotopes tied to the alternation of higher riparian slopes, low
bowl soils, and transitions to the higher loam plateaus. On these plateaus
and valley slopes lie several old deciduous forests with very high flora and
fauna values. Also, within the smaller valleys of IJse and Laan, many
valuable biotopes occur with transitions to dry deciduous forests on the
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plateaus.

With about 2 000 ha, the Heverleebos-Meeraalwoud forest complex
constitutes a particularly valuable old forest core of drier forest types and
its typical fauna. The main forest habitats are acid beech forests and oak-
hornbeam forests. Parts of these are among the best developed and most
extensive examples of their type in Flanders. In several areas, however,
the forest structure is insufficiently developed, and the proportion of dead
wood needs to increase. Another bottleneck is the high proportion of
exotic broadleaf species in the forest and softwood plantings, which are
not native to the area. Recreation forms an important additional pressure
on the ecosystem.

Purpose of the project tasks

The overall aim in the area is to enhance the vegetation structure, the
proportion of old trees and dead wood in the forest, and favour various
bats and birds such as black woodpecker, great spotted woodpecker, and
middle spotted woodpecker. Within LIFE's a Beech, focus will be on
replacing coniferous forest and exotic trees with a variety of native tree
species by planting and sowing, with the aim to improve and in the future
enlarge 9120 and 9160 habitats.

Description of the project tasks
T3.1. Establishment of new temperate broadleaved forest
Area: 5 ha

Planned time period: 2026-2030.

Five hectares of former agricultural land will be bought (outside the
scope of the project) and planted. As the land has been used intensively
for agriculture until just before purchase, major work is needed for
preparing and revitalising the soil, by tilling to break soil compaction.

An average of 4400 plants/ha will be planted, alternating even planting
and small groups of 20 to 50 plants, including oak (Quercus petraea of Q.
robur) and beech (Fagus sylvatica) as well as soil-improving species such
as hazel (Corylus avellana), small-leaved lime (Tilia cordata), sycamore
(Acer pseudoplatanus), European hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), and wild
cherry (Prunus avium).

To reduce climate related risks, at least 3-4 species are planted per
hectare, and to safeguard the forest microclimate, the total area forest
roads, open spaces, etc, is restricted to max 15% of the total forest area.
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T5.5.3. Local info points with signs

Number of signs: 2
Planned time period: 2026.

Description: Wooden information boards will be installed along the path
by the planted areas.
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Maps and illustrations
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Map 1. Overview of Natura 2000-area BE2400011: Valleien van de Dijle,
Laan en IJse met aangrenzende bos- en moerasgebieden, scale 1: 1: 200
000

Map 2. Detailed maps of tasks to be carried out within the project.

The LIFE-program

This restoration plan was produced with support from the European
Union. Views and opinions expressed are, however, those of the
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
Union. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be
held responsible for them.

Read more about the LIFE-program on the EU web page
https:/ /ec.europa.eu/easme /en /life and about LIFE's a Beech at
www. lifebeech.se



https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life
http://www.lifebeech.se/
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