
LIFE23/NAT/SE/101147924 

 

Site specific restoration plan 
Hallerbos en nabije boscomplexen met brongebieden en 

heiden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a 



LIFE23/NAT/SE/101147924 

2 

Summary 
This document provides a brief overview of the measures that will take 
place in the LIFE´s a Beech project at the Natura 2000 site BE2400009: 
Hallerbos en nabije boscomplexen met brongebieden en heiden. 
Location of different actions can be seen in the maps in the end of this 
document. 

About the project 
LIFE’s a Beech focuses on restoration of temperate broadleaved forest in 
Sweden and Belgium, with a main focus on beech dominated temperate 
broadleaved Annex I-habitats:  

• 9020 Fennoscandian hemiboreal natural old broadleaved 
deciduous forests (Quercis, Tilia, Acer, Fraxinus or Ulmus) rich in 
epiphytes (not in Belgium) 

• 9110 Luzulu-Fagetum Beech forests 
• 9120 Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes 

also Taxus in the shrub layer   
• 9130 Asperulo-Fagetum Beech forests 
• 9160 Sub-Atlantic and medio-European oak or oak-hornbeam 

forests of the Carpinion betuli 
 
All of these have unfavourable conservation status both in Sweden and 
Belgium and many other parts of Europe, and all face very similar 
challenges targeted by the project: i) loss of habitat – fragmentation and 
isolation, ii) lack of heterogeneity and dead wood in woodlands 
previously used for commercial forestry (structure, composition and 
functionality), iii) loss of species and iv) lack of ambassadors and public 
awareness.  

The project runs between the years 2025 and 2030. The project tasks 
included in this restoration plan will mainly be carried out by the Flemish 
agency for nature and forest management. Learn more about the project 
at lifebeech.se 

 
 
 

 

 

https://externyta.lansstyrelsen.se/lifesbeech/Delade%20dokument/WP2%20Preparatory%20tasks/T2.3%20Site%20specific%20restoration%20plans/Sk%C3%A5ne/Planer%20att%20utg%C3%A5%20fr%C3%A5n/lifebeech.se
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The project area 
Natura 2000-area  BE2400009: Hallerbos en nabije 

boscomplexen met brongebieden en 
heiden. 

Protected area Hallerbos en nabije boscomplexen met 
brongebieden en heiden 

County Vlaams-Brabant 

Municipality Beersel (1650), Dilbeek (1700), Galmaarden 
(1570), Gooik (1755), Herne (1540), Halle 
(1500), Lennik (1750), Pepingen (1670), Sint 
Genesius Rode (1640), Sint Pieters Leeuw 
(1600) 

Contact person for the 
project 

Caroline Celis 

Landowners or other 
contact persons 

Agentschap Natuur en Bos  
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Natura 2000-habitats affected by the 
project. 
 

Type code Name of the Natura 
2000-habitat 

Total area (ha) Area affected by 
project tasks (ha) 

9210 Atlantic acidophilous 
beech forests with Ilex 
and sometimes also Taxus 
in the shrub layer 
(Quercion robori-
petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion) 

150 1,1 

9130 Asperulo-Fagetum beech 
forests 

530 3,9 

 
Description of the project area 
Nature management is a regional responsibility in Belgium, 
Meerdaalwoud is located in Flanders and is managed by ANB. 
 
The area comprises old forest complexes such as the Hallerbos, 
Lembeekbos, Bos Ter Rijst, Park van Gaasbeek, Gasthuisbos and 
Begijnenbos.  
 
The pronounced relief of the area ensures a wide variety of forests, 
heathland, grassland, plants, and animals. Characteristic of the entire area 
are the numerous linear landscape features, such as hedges and wooded 
edges, sunken roads, and standard orchards. The area attracts an 
international audience, especially during the short flowering period of the 
bluebells, as the Hallerbos is world famous and easily accessible due to its 
location close to Brussels. They come here to walk, cycle, and enjoy nature 
and the castle grounds. The Pajottenland is also an important agricultural 
area. Farmers have contributed to the creation of small-scale wooded 
areas, valuable hay meadows and so on. The forests and small landscape 
features also make the area attractive for hunting. 
 

Purpose of the project tasks 
The interventions of LIFE’s a Beech focus on the area comprising 



LIFE23/NAT/SE/101147924 

5 

Hallerbos (Forest of Halle) and its environment, where a main objective is 
to reduce the proportion of coniferous wood and exotic tree species. 
Within the project, this will be done by planting and sowing a variety of 
tree species on both land formerly used for coniferous forest, and on 
former arable land, with a future aim to expand the 9120 and 9130 habitats.  
 
 

Description of the project tasks 
T3.1. Establishment of new temperate broadleaved forest  

Area: 5ha 

Planned time period: 2026-2030. 

Five hectares of former agricultural land will be bought (outside the 
scope of the project) and planted. As the land has been used intensively 
for agriculture until just before purchase, major work is needed for 
preparing and revitalising the soil, by tilling to break soil compaction.   

An average of 4400 plants/ha will be planted, alternating even planting 
and  small groups of 20 to 50 plants, including  oak (Quercus petraea of Q. 
robur) and beech (Fagus sylvatica) as well as soil-improving species such 
as hazel (Corylus avellana), small-leaved lime (Tilia cordata), sycamore 
(Acer pseudoplatanus), European hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), and wild 
cherry (Prunus avium).  

To reduce climate related risks, at least 3-4 species are planted per 
hectare, and to safeguard the forest microclimate, the total area forest 
roads, open spaces, etc, is restricted to max 15% of the total forest area. 

 

T5.5.3. Local info points with signs 

Number of signs: 2 

Planned time period: 2026. 

Description: Wooden information boards will be installed along the path 
by the planted areas.  
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Maps and illustrations 

 

 

Map 1. Overview of Natura 2000-område BE2400009: Hallerbos en 
nabije boscomplexen met brongebieden en heiden, scale 1: 125 000 

 

Map 2. Detailed maps of tasks to be carried out within the project.  

 
The LIFE-program 
This restoration plan was produced with support from the European 
Union. Views and opinions expressed are, however, those of the 
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European 
Union. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be 
held responsible for them.  
 
Read more about the LIFE-program on the EU web page 
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life and about LIFE’s a Beech at 
www.lifebeech.se  

  

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/life
http://www.lifebeech.se/
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